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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide an information retrieval method and its device capable 
of managing information by different information expression forms optimum 
for the information depending on the information to be the object of a 
processing. 

CONSTITUTION: This device is constituted of a data base 1 , and a 
classification retrieval part 2. The data base 1 is an ordinary RDBMS for 
performing the management of the information by classification information 
in a tabular format or the like. The classification display/operation part 
22 of the classification retrieval part 2 converts the classification 
information in the tabular format to the classification information in a 
tree structure and also makes the data base 1 retrieve data based on a 
selected classification. A retrieved result display part 23 displays the 
list of the information obtained from the data base 1 at a display device 
2 4 and specifies a document in the list. 
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